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Friends of South Cumberland State Park
FriendsOfSouthCumberland.org • FriendsOfSouthCumberland@gmail.com
Post Office Box 816 • Sewanee, TN 37375 • a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Thanks for your support of the Friends of South Cumberland, and our work 
to protect and maintain Tennessee’s largest -- and most spectacular -- State Park!

Naullain V. Kendrick
President
Friends of South Cumberland State Park, Inc.

P R ODUC E D  BY

WHAT YOU
  NEED TO 

 THE PARK’S TRAIL 
MILEPOST SYSTEM

KNOW ABOUT

LO

ST
? IN

JURED? CALL 911

YO

U’RE AT LOCATION FG-10
5

MILEPOST

10.5
actual size: 

4.5”diameter

Custom Trail Marker Prototype

REPORT THE CODE ON THE NEAREST MILE MARKER 
TO EMERGENCY RESPONDERS WHEN YOU CALL 911.   
IT WILL TELL THEM EXACTLY WHERE YOU ARE!

continued from reverse

Panorama of Fall Creek, 
just below Suter Falls

Triple Tulip Poplars, near the 
intersection of the Collins Rim 

and Collins Gulf Trails.

Horsepound Falls, 
early spring

Jack-in-the-Pulpits
and ferns at the 

base of Suter Falls

The Fall Creek Sink, a cave 
into which Fall Creek flows 
and disappears.

The Fall Creek Sink, a cave 
into which Fall Creek flows 
and disappears.



TRAIL DESCRIPTIONS for portions of the

COLLINS RIM and 
COLLINS GULF 
TRAILS 
This moderate to briefly strenuous hike 
involves portions of two trails, a 4-1/2 
mile round trip, out-and-back, utilizing 
both the Collins Rim and Collins Gulf 
Trails.  This hike gives you spectacular 
views of Suter Falls, rock shelters, and high 
bluffs.  You’ll begin on the Collins Rim Trail, 
to its intersection with the Collins Gulf Trail; 
then take Collins Gulf. After seeing Suter 
Falls, if you wish to continue on (across 
the metal bridge), 2 miles past Suter Falls 
you’ll come to Horsepound Falls, a unique 
waterfall formation with overlooks and lush 
wildflowers in the spring.  From there, you 
can choose to continue exploring the Collins 
Gulf Trail, although (for the purposes of this 
hike) we do not recommend proceeding 
beyond the cave, into which Fall Creek 
disappears, since this is an out-and-back 
route.   WHEN YOU’RE DONE EXPLORING, 
RETURN THE WAY YOU CAME IN. 

Collins Rim Trail Log with Mileage

0.0 Trail begins at the Savage Gulf South 
(55th Avenue) trailhead.

0.3 Collins campsite straight ahead; main 
trail bears to left and descends the bluff.

0.4 Junction with Collins Gulf Trail, on left.  
TURN LEFT HERE.

Collins Gulf Trail Log with Mileage

0.0 Trail begins at mile 0.4 on the Collins Rim Trail, during its 
descent of the bluff, 0.1 mile past the Collins campsite. Collins 
Rim Trail straight ahead; Collins Gulf Trail to the left.

0.1 Suter Falls - the spectacular triple waterfall of Rocky 
Mountain Creek; a huge overhang, and a metal bridge 
crossing. If you wish to do 
more, cross the bridge here and 
continue on the Collins Gulf Trail.

1.9 Spur trail to the right leads 
down to Horsepound Falls and 
sink.

2.2 Fall Creek disappears into a 
cave on the left. The trail fords 
Collins River; this is impassable 
during high water.

After viewing the cave entrance, 
TURN AROUND AND RETURN 
THE WAY YOU CAME IN.

continued on reverse

Follow the route marked in blue 
to reach Suter Falls. You then have 
the option of continuing on to 
Horsepound Falls and the Fall Creek 
Sink. After viewing the sink, please 
return the way you came in.

The Fall Creek cascade, 
just below Suter Falls

The Collins Gulf Trail traverses 
this massive rock amphitheater, 
just below Suter Falls
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